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Welcome to Crossroads Elementary School!

Crossroads Elementary School (CES), a DoDEA 21st century learning environment, opened in spring of 2015,
combining the school populations of three legacy schools aboard MCB Quantico. CES serves approximately 700
students in Grades PreK-5 who live in military housing aboard the base. At CES, staff and students work
collaboratively to master DoDEA College and Career Ready standards in all areas of the elementary school
curriculum. Each grade level neighborhood houses 4 studios and a central hub where all members of the
neighborhood work together. Every teacher in the neighborhood shares the responsibility for meeting the needs
of every student.

The 21st Century Building provides flexible uses of space to meet the needs of students and individual programs.
The flexible spaces include one-on-one rooms, conference rooms, common areas, Information Center, television
production room with green screen, STEAM Lab with 3-D printer and robotics kits, a roof top garden with a
butterfly habitat. Students track the building’s energy efficiency through a real time computer display of the
wind turbine activity and the solar panel input. In the fall, live specimens of guppies, snails and butterfly larvae
add to student studies of biological science.

Our day begins each morning with collaborative planning with colleagues and district level Instructional Support
Specialists (ISS) which builds our system of support for intentional planning and development of a world class
learning environment that meets the needs of all learners. The CES master schedule provides learning
opportunities using Problem Based Learning with integrated curriculum. Each student engages in thirty minutes
of daily focused intervention time where the teacher implements data driven activities to enrich and support
academic achievement. Our special education and support staff support the classroom teachers and students
through individualized programs, co-teaching, and collaborative planning and teaching.

Our CES eagles SOAR with uniform expectations for behavior and voice levels:

Self-control

On task

Accountability

Respect

In each area of the school, we have posted reminders of our shared definitions of SOAR and our shared
expectations for the level of our voices. These uniform expectations guide us through every aspect of the school
day, including the bus ride to and from school.

CES offers a full range of student services to include:

Special Education Programs of Mild/Moderate and Moderate/Severe
Speech and Language Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy
Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI)
Math Intervention



English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
School Counselors
School Psychologist
Full Time School Nurse
Classes in Music, Art, PE, and STEAM
Advanced Academic Program
Information Center Services

CES maximizes every opportunity to build strong school/home/community partnerships. We have an active PEA
(Parent/Teacher Association) who provides support to all students and programs. Each year, they host several
special events to support the school and community. Due to the global pandemic the events have been modified,
but the PEA continues to collaborate on community events that meet the base and DoDEA COVID guidelines.
PEA events are augmented by the Adopt-A-School partnership with the MCB Quantico Officer Training School
(OCS), which allows officer candidates to gain volunteer experience in the school. Students of Quantico
Middle/High School (QMHS) earn community service credit through support of PEA activities and special
school events.

We look forward to another great year together. Come SOAR with us at CES!
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DoDEA Launches Seal of Biliteracy to Prepare Students for a Global
World

Published on July 10, 2025
DoDEA will introduce the Seal of Biliteracy starting in the 2025-26 school year, recognizing high school
graduates who demonstrate proficiency in English and in another language.
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DoDEA Americas Mid-Atlantic District Shines in Accreditation
Review, Proving Excellence for Military-Connected Students

Published on July 9, 2025
The DoDEA Americas Mid-Atlantic District has achieved a remarkable score of 353 on the Cognia Index of
Education Quality (IEQ), surpassing the network average of 296, as noted in the May 21, 2025, Accreditation
Engagement Review. This recognition from Cognia, a globally respected nonprofit that accredits schools for
their commitment to high standards in teaching, learning, and leadership, underscores the district’s dedication to
military-connected students. Excelling on Cognia’s 4-point scale with scores of 3.5 in Culture of Learning, 3.4 in
Leadership for Learning, 3.3 in Engagement of Learning, and 3.3 in Growth in Learning—well above network
averages—the district fosters a supportive environment with strong teacher-student relationships, innovative
technology like a 1:1 Chromebook ratio, and programs such as Focused Collaboration and STEAM activities.
Ranked as the top U.S. school system for 4th and 8th graders in the 2024 NAEP, DoDEA’s global curriculum
and tailored support make it a standout choice for military families, a commitment echoed by Superintendent
Ryan Smith as the district plans to share findings and drive further improvements.
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Fifth Graders Code Their Future at Quantico’s Hack-a-Thon

Published on June 11, 2025
Fifth graders at Crossroads Elementary School on Marine Corps Base Quantico explored coding at the AFCEA
Hack-a-Thon, a STEAM-focused event. Using micro:bit kits and Chromebooks, students tackled hands-on
coding challenges, fostering creativity, problem-solving, and teamwork under the guidance of teachers and event
organizers. The event, complete with a pizza lunch and drawstring grab bags, captivated students and highlighted
the importance of early STEAM education, preparing military-connected children for future tech-driven careers.
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